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'MISSION 1
Research about Foreign Visitors
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Language
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29% of visitors are native English-speakers;
and 57% speak it fluently, so 86% have a
comfortable level of English. Whereas, as
regards Japanese, 3 visitors out of 4 don’t

speak it at all and the last one is only a
beginner.
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The main reason why they come to the
Museum is to learn more about science and
technology. Only 17% come because they
want their children to have fun. This is why
the English translation is really important.
Without the translation of the explanations,
they cannot understand the scientific
principles. This is why 83% of them think that
there are not enough English translations
here. In spite of this apparent discontent,
foreign visitors seem to enjoy the Museum.
They rate it as “good” for 60% of them, and
31% of them considered their experience to
be “very good”.

'MISSION 2
Improvement of English Guide
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Based on those results, | made an improvement

plan for each exhibition room. | translated many
panels and many explanations. After everything

Claire’s
Internship
Report

was translated, | had to decide how to display it.
Here is the example of Bicycle Plaza, where the
explanations about each model of bicycle is
simply displayed on the glass panels in front of
the bicycles.

‘MISSION 3
Support of Special Exhibition
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[#FER (RALFVvT-F2R)] Tl
MBI (BR%) INTEEBETsCL
TULEDP, ZhIIBHCHERICRHETL =,
AARZEOMEHL TR CEETHDT
$ul, IRT (DER) 2BHT (K
BRLTC) BBLAP-7ZDTY, L,
ERRICIEZDBEDPEDP -7=TF ZD
% REOBHNEEVNTHRIL. 73
2= FULTEHAICRRLE L /XX
WEBEENOHFEEZLDIEIFET
HELWEDTUL R,
The next mission was about the “mathematic
exhibition” that started on August 7th. The first
day was about understanding everything, and
sometimes it was very difficult. | wanted to
understand everything by myself, without
having to translate it from the Japanese text.
Actually, this method was faster. After that, |
wrote the explanations, printed them, laminated
them, and displayed them in the room. It was

really funny, playing with the puzzles and doing
mathematics.



MISSION 4
Translation in German
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As my last mission, | went to Tokorozawa
Aviation Museum. | had four days to make
translation work, again... but this time, in
German. | hadn’t practised my German since
| started learning Japanese, so it was a real
challenge for me. But it was a good exercise.

| actually found myself speaking four
languages in the same day.
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Like a True
Japanese Person

Hil I am Claire Ledru, a twenty-year-old student from France. |
started studying this year at ESSEC Business School, near from
Paris, and had this wonderful opportunity of doing an internship in
the Science Museum this summer. When | was told that | was to go
to Japan, in March, | could not believe how lucky | was.

| had several missions during my internship. The most important
one was to improve the experience of foreign visitors that come to
the Museum. This was a very vast mission with many aspects, and |
totally enjoyed thinking about various ways of helping non-Japanese
speakers understand the exhibitions. | also had to support special
events like the “Science Festival”, or the temporary exhibition about
mathematics. One week before the end of my internship, | went to
Tokorozawa Aviation Museum and helped translating contents as
well.

“Enjoy” is a weak word to describe the pleasure | had working in
the Science Museum. Actually, | could not dream of a better
internship. Science — especially mathematics and physics — is one of
my passions: indeed, the reason why | could not stay longer in
Japan is that | enter an engineering school in Paris in September. |
wished that | could have stayed longer, to be able to complete my
missions properly, practice more my Japanese, and enjoy the
company of my colleagues. | am at least very grateful to have had
this opportunity.

By coming to Japan, | wanted to learn about the Japanese culture.
And culture is not only about food, big cities, and temples... it is also
about daily lives, and work. By working here, | felt like a true
Japanese person. Unfortunately, | had only learned Japanese for six
months before coming, and my understanding of the language is
very limited. It was a big challenge to translate the contents of the
Museum sometimes. But at least, | believe that | have made real
progress through this internship.

< Text : Claire LEDRU
BUER - 18Rk RELE - HEE PN B>
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